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I.  HIGHLIGHTS  

¶ A total of 42,889 laboratory samples were tested in the WHO-Epi-Week-04, 2021. 

¶ The laboratory test positivity rate for the WHO-Epi-Week-04, is 9.05%, which is higher than that of the 

preceding week (7.87%). 

¶ A total of 3,883 new confirmed COVID-19 cases and 27 COVID-19 related deaths were reported during the 

WHO Epi-Week-04 bringing the total cases and death to 137,650 and 2,093 respectively. 

¶ A total of 84,780 COVID-19 confirmed cases have been at Home Based Isolation and Care so far; 3,412 of 

these are enrolled in the WHO-Epi-Week-04.  

¶ Out of total of 317,643 contacts of COVID-19 confirmed cases, 1,122 contacts were identified during the 

WHO Epi-week-04. 

¶ Ethiopia has launched schools rally to promote public health and social measures to fight COVID-19. 

¶ The Ethiopian Public Health Institute's Public Health Emergency Management (PHEM) has conducted its six 

months performance review including COVID-19 response performance. 

EPHI PHEM six months performance review, Jan. 30 ï 31, 2021, Hawassa, Ethiopia 
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BACKGROUND  

The Ministry of Health (MOH) and Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI) in collaboration with partners have 

intensified response efforts to prevent the spread and severity of Corona Virus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in 

Ethiopia. The national and the regional Public Health Emergency Operations Center (PHEOC) has been 

activated and laboratory diagnosis capacity has been expanded to other national institutions, subnational and 

private laboratories. 

The national and regional PHEOC are playing a pivotal role in coordinating resources from different responding 

agencies and coordinating COVID-19 related information through regular EOC meetings and partnersô 

coordination forums. The MOH and EPHI are providing information to the public and stakeholders on a regular 

and uninterrupted manner using different means of communication modalities. 

The WHO and other partners are currently supporting in scaling-up preparedness and 

response efforts and implementation of related recommendations suggested by the IHR Emergency 

Committee. 

II.  EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION  

Global Situation  

¶ The total number of COVID-19 confirmed cases and deaths due to COVID-19 globally surpassed 100 million 

and 2 million respectively. 

¶ Between December 31, 2019 and January 31, 2021, COVID-19 pandemic affected 235 countries/territories 

causing 100,847,587 cases and 2,199,905 deaths (CFR=2.18%) globally.  

¶ Of the total cases and deaths reported since the beginning of the outbreak, 3,564,632 cases and 93,058 

deaths were reported during the WHO Epi-Week-04 of the year 2021. 

¶ The United States of America (USA) reported the highest number of cases (25,676,612) with CFR of 1.69% 

followed by India (10,746,183) cases) with a CFR of 1.44%. 

¶ In Africa, 57 countries/territories have reported COVID-19 cases.  

¶ As of January 31, 2021, a total of 3,567,703 cases and 90,352 deaths were reported across the continent 

(CFR=2.53%). Of these 135,531 cases and 5,793 deaths were reported during the WHO-Epi-Week-04.  

¶ In Africa, South Africa reported the highest number of cases (1,449,236) with CFR of 3.03% followed by 

Morocco (470,691 cases) with a CFR of 1.75%. 

¶ Ethiopia reported the highest number of COVID-19 confirmed cases in East Africa. See the summary 

dashboard below. 
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Fig . 1 : COVID -19 G lob al Situation Update as of January 31 , 2021  (Source: WHO)  
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Fig . 2 : COVID -19 Situ ation Update  in Africa as of January  31 , 2021  (Source: WHO)  
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National COVID -19 situation : 

¶ Three-thousand-eight-hundred-eighty-three (3,883) newly confirmed COVID-19 cases (51% increase 

compared to that of Epi-Week-03) and 27 COVID-19 related deaths (25% decrease compared to that of Epi-

Week-03) were reported during the WHO Epi-Week-04, 2021. 

¶ As of January 31, 2021, total of 137,650 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 2,093 deaths were recorded in the 

country. 

¶ For detail, see the summary dashboard below. 

Table 1: Summary of National COVID -19  situation in the WHO -Epi -Week -04  of 2021  

 

 

Fig. 3 : Weekly summary of the COVID -19 situation in Ethiopia as of January 31 , 2021 , E thiopia  
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Fig. 4 : COVID -19 confirmed cases , recovery and death  by WHO Epi -Week as of January 31 , 2021 , 

Ethiopia  

Epi -Surveillance and Laboratory Related Activities  

There is ongoing travelersô health screening at point of entries (POEs), follow-up of international travelers, 

rumor collection, verification, investigation and information provision via toll free call center, active case 

detection by house to house search, contact listing, tracing and follow-up of persons who had contact with 

confirmed cases. There is also laboratory investigation of suspected cases, contacts of confirmed cases, 

SARI/pneumonia cases and community members, surveillance and assessment in school and congregated 

setting communities.  

 

Fig. 5 : Summary of COVID -19 confirmed cases in Ethiopia as of January 31 , 2021 . 
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Contact tracing and follow-up: 

¶ As of January 31, 2021: 

o Total of 317,643 contacts of confirmed cases have been identified. Of these, 1,122 contacts were 

identified in the WHO-Epi-Week-04. 

o Of total contacts, 289,403 (91.14%) have been completed 14 days follow-up, while 1,327 contacts 

are still on follow-up.  

o 716 (0.23%) contacts have developed COVID-19 suggestive symptoms. Of these symptomatic 

contacts, 566 (79.05%) have been tested positive.  

¶ Overall, 27,321 (8.60%) of the contacts (symptomatic plus asymptomatic) have been tested positive. 

¶ Contacts of the confirmed cases contributed for the 19.85% of the total cases. 

 

 
Fig. 6 : Summary of COVID -19 co ntact tracing as of January 31 , 2021 , E thiopia.  


