
The Policy Question Formulation stake-

holder’s consultative workshop was 

held on September 24th, 2019 at the 

EPHI training center. 

Ato Masresha Tessema, Acting Director 

of the Food Science and Nutrition Re-

search Directorate (FSNRD) gave 

opening remarks. During his speech 

he stressed the significance of  stake-

holders involvement in supporting the 

policy question formulation as well as 

the decision making process. He 

urged the active participation from all 

stakeholders attending the workshop.  

Dr. Aregash Samuel, vice director of 

the FSNRD gave introductory remarks 

on the NIPN and the activities con-

ducted so far and gave a brief descrip-

tion as to how the 22 policy questions 

were categorized. (Cont. to P2) 
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As we enter  the final 

quarter of the year, it is 

time to evaluate the 

progress so  far for 

2019. NIPNs current 

activities are briefly 

highlighted below. 

The NIPN team has 

been working hard to 

meet the NIPN objec-

tives. Various planned 

NIPN activities have 

seen considerable pro-

gress.  

The NIPN Capacity Need 

Assessment (CNA) for 

policy analysis has been 

completed, and in-

volved the active partici-

pation of 17 institutions.  

The next phase will be 

guided by a policy spe-

cialist who will support 

the second phase of the 

review,  and will help to 

define a roadmap for 

NIPN related capacity 

Strengthening activities. 
Additionally, The NIPN 

Communication Strate-

gy and the NIPN Dash-

board are almost final-

ized and will be shared 

soon with NIPN stake-

holders.   

The NIPN team has 

worked hard to formu-

late a set of initial policy 

relevant questions. Recently 

a consultative workshop 

was held with over 50 par-

ticipants, ranging from aca-

demia, researchers, donors 

and national and interna-

tional NGOs, collaborated to 

discuss over 20 potential 

policy questions.  

As we enter the last quarter 

of the year, I think we will 

move to finalize key 

planned activities that were 

set for 2019.  

I hope that the active multi-

sectoral engagement and 

the team spirit will help us 

meet our goals for  the year.  
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Policy Question Workshop -  cont. from P1  

Dr. Aregash, expounded that each ques-

tion was chosen thoughtfully and care-

fully in 4 categories: trends and distribu-

tion, diet diversity, programming and 

interventions and lastly nutrition sensi-

tive interventions.  

With each question linked to a theme, 

she requested the group to ponder on   

 

 

“The NIPN team has 

been working hard 

to effectively meet 

the NIPN objec-

tives.” 

Ato Solomon Eshetu 

the feasibility, importance and 

answerability of the questions on 

existing data. She added that the 

questions should also be evaluat-

ed on whether the problem was 

addressed by a relevant policy/

program, any gaps in evidence 

witnessed,  whether  it provide a 

timely output and whether it lead 

to an actionable recommendation 

and/or decision.  

Ato Dessalegne Kuche, EPHI re-

searcher, explained the policy 

question formulation steps and 

progress  that the NIPN team ac-

complished so far. 

He asked the participants to 

review each question with a 

keen eye and in a new per-

spective.  

Lastly, Anne Bossuyt, Senior 

Policy Advisor at IFPRI, ex-

plained the assessment of 

the initial questions. She 

encouraged the active par-

ticipation in the working 

groups and challenged the 

participants to come up with 

12 policy relevant questions 

Prior to making that deter-

mination participants had to 

walk around the room evalu-

ating each question,(cont. to 

P 4) 
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The National Information 

Platform for Nutrition (NIPN) 

has conducted its sixth Nutri-

tion Policy and Research semi-

nar on the topic “Remoteness, 

urbanization, and child nutri-

tion” on September 6,2019 at 

the EPHI training center. 

The seminar was opened by 

Ato Masresha Tessema, acting 

director of the Food Science 

and Nutrition Research Direc-

torate, where he mentioned 

the government’s programs to 

address nutrition issues and 

the NIPN approach in sup-

porting evidence-based deci-

sion-making processes.  

He also mentioned the efforts 

done by NIPN in identifying 

policy  relevant question and 

stressed the importance of estab-

lishing a data repository.  

He added that such seminars ena-

ble to connect researchers, deci-

sion makers and stakeholders that 

can influence policy makers at a 

high level. 

 

The seminar presentation was 

delivered by Dr. David Stifel from 

Lafayette College, USA. He ex-

plained the disparities in nutri-

tional health between urban, rural 

and remoteness as far as accessi-

bility to markets and urban cen-

ters, and their linkages between 

child nutrition.  

 

In addition, the presentation re-

viewed how this nutritional disad-

vantage is affected by wealth,  

education and health. 

 

Child under nutrition is an ex-

tremely costly public health bur-

den in developing countries. It 

accounts for 45 percent of child 

mortality, and can also be linked  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Dr.David Stifel from Lafayette College, 

USA) 

 

to the impairments in cognitive develop-

ment, reduced school attainment and 

lower wages.  

 

According to Dr. Stifel, an analysis of DHS 

for 23 countries showed that  

children in rural communities have more 

compromised linear growth and dietary 

outcomes compared to urban children.  

 

However, when controlling for educa-

tion, wealth, social/infrastructural ser-

vices these relationship disappears.  

These trends were also maintained when 

analysis was done for Ethiopia  

separately. 

 

Following the presentation, a discussion 

ensued where three panelists specializ-

ing in nutrition issues shared their brief 

remarks as to how these evidence and 

gaps could be addressed by NIPN.  

(Cont. to P4) 

NIPN AT A GALANCE   The Sixth NIPN Seminar Held With The Topic 

“Remoteness, Urbanization, and Child Nutrition”. 
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Policy Question—cont. from P2 

as relevant, some what rele-

vant or not relevant. Then the 

participants were placed into 

groups and discussed the 

questions in detail. The exer-

cise proved to be a lively and 

fruitful conversation.  

The Information collected dur-

ing  the group work and dis-

cussion  will assist NIPN to 

select a detailed and answera-

ble question.  

Following the workshop, the 

NIPN team will identify availa-

ble data which will allow to 

answer these policy questions.  

The Sixth Seminar -cont. from P3 

The information collected during  the group 

work and discussions will be shared by 

EPHI.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

More than 50 participants, ranging from 

researchers, academia, donors, UN and na-

tional and international NGOs attended the 

workshop. 

Panelists Dr. Getachew Addis from EPHI, Dr.Cherinet Abuye from Save/GTN, Pierre-Luc Vanhaeverbeke from the EU delegation 

to Ethiopia reflecting on “what does this evidence mean for Ethiopia nutrition program implementation” and ”what evidence 

gap are remaining and could NIPN look at” 


