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I.  HIGHLIGHTS  

¶ The number of COVID-19 confirmed cases in Ethiopia surpassed 40,000.  

¶ The number of COVID-19 laboratory tests conducted and cases detected increased due to Community 

Based activities and Testing (COMBAT) campaign.  

¶ Total of 147,594 laboratory samples were tested in the WHO-Epi-Week-34 which is a 32% increase 

compared to the WHO-Epi-Week-33. 

¶ The laboratory test positivity rate for the WHO-Epi-Week-34 is 7.31% which is higher than the preceding 

week with positivity rate of 6.33%. 

¶ The number of COVID-19 confirmed cases and deaths in Ethiopia have increased by 53% and 28%, 

respectively, in the WHO-Epi-Week-34 compared to the reports in the Epi-Week-33. 

¶ A total of 10,795 new confirmed COVID-19 cases and 150 COVID-19 related deaths was reported during 

the WHO Epi-Week-34.  

¶ As of August 23, 2020, a total of 40,671 COVID-19 confirmed cases and 678 deaths have been reported in 

Ethiopia. 

¶ There were total of 2,958 newly recovered COVID-19 cases during the WHO Epi-Week-34 bringing the 

total number of recovered cases to 14,995. 

¶ A total of 3,891 COVID-19 confirmed cases have been Home Based Isolation and Care.  

¶ A total of 26,281 contacts were identified during the WHO Epi-week-34. 

¶ Ethiopia joined the WHO WearAMask Challenge. 
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II.  BACKGROUND  

The Ministry of Health (MOH) and Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI) in collaboration with partners have 

intensified response efforts to prevent the spread and severity of Corona Virus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in 

Ethiopia. The national and the regional Public Health Emergency Operation Centers (PHEOC) have been 

activated and laboratory diagnosis capacity has been expanded to other national institutions, universities, 

subnational and private laboratories. 

The national and regional PHEOC are playing a pivotal role in coordinating resources from different responding 

agencies and coordinating COVID-19 related information through a regular EOC meetings and partnersô 

coordination forums. The MOH and EPHI are providing information to the general public and stakeholders on a 

regular and uninterrupted manner using different means of communication modalities. 

The WHO and other partners are currently supporting in scaling-up preparedness and 

response efforts and implementation of related recommendations suggested by the IHR Emergency 

Committee. 

III.  EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION  

Global Situation  

¶ Between December 31, 2019 and August 23, 2020, COVID-19 pandemic affected 216 countries/territories 

causing 23,057,288 cases and 802,370 deaths (CFR=3.48%) globally.  

¶ Of the total cases and deaths reported since the beginning of the outbreak, 1,796,528 cases and 41,352 

deaths were reported during the WHO Epi-Week-34. 

¶ The United States of America (USA) reported the highest number of cases (5,567,217) and deaths (175,274) 

with CFR of 3.15% followed by Brazil (3,532,330 cases and 113,358 deaths with a CFR of 3.21%). The 

highest proportion of death occurred in Yemen with CFR of 28.62%.  

¶ In Africa, 56 countries/territories have reported COVID-19 cases.  

¶ As of August 23, 2020, a total of 1,182,936 cases and 27,646 deaths were reported across the continent 

(CFR=2.34%).  

¶ During the WHO-Epi-Week-34, a total of 72,252 cases and 2,295 deaths were reported across the continent. 

¶ More than half of the total COVID-19 confirmed cases, 607,045 (51%) and more than one third of the deaths, 

12,987 (47%) in Africa were reported from South Africa (CFR=2.14%).  

¶ Ethiopia reported the highest number of COVID-19 confirmed cases in East Africa. See the summary 

dashboard below. 



3 

 

Fig. 1: Global distribution of COVID -19 cases as of August 23, 2020. (Data source: WHO)  
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Fig . 2 : COVID -19 G lob al Situation Update as of August 23 , 2020 (Source: WHO)  
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Fig . 3 : COVID -19 Situ ation Update  in Africa as of August 23 , 2020 (Source: WHO)  

National COVID -19 situation  

¶ The number of COVID-19 confirmed cases in Ethiopia surpassed 40,000. 

¶ Ten-thousand-seven-hundred-ninety-five (10,795) newly confirmed COVID-19 cases (53% increase 

compared to that of Epi-Week-33) and 150 COVID-19 related deaths (28% increase compared to that of Epi-

Week-33) were reported during the WHO Epi-Week-34. 

¶ As of August 23, a total of 40,671 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 678 deaths were recorded in the country 

(For detail, see the summary table and dashboard below). 
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Table 1: Summary of National COVID -19 situation in the WHO -Epi -Week -34  

 
 

 

Fig. 4 : COVID -19 confirmed cases , recovery and death  by WHO Epi -Week as of August 23 , 2020, 

Ethiopia  
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Epi -Surveillance and Laboratory Related Activities  

There is ongoing travelersô health screening at point of entries (POEs), follow-up of international travelers, 

quarantine of passengers coming to Ethiopia, rumor collection and information provision via toll free call 

center, alert verification and investigation and active case detection by house to house search, contact listing, 

tracing and follow-up of persons who had contact with confirmed cases and laboratory investigation of 

suspected cases, quarantined individuals, contacts of confirmed cases, SARI/pneumonia cases and 

community members. 

 

 

Fig. 5 : Summary of COVID -19 confirmed cases in Ethiopia as of August  23, 2020.  
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Contact tracing and follow-up: 

¶ As of August 23, 2020: 

o A total of 163,607 contacts of confirmed cases have been identified. Of these 26,281 contacts are 

identified in the WHO-Epi-Week-34. 

o 113,863 (69.60%) have completed 14 days follow-up, while 39,312 contacts are still on follow-up.  

o Only 301 (0.18%) contacts developed COVID-19 suggestive symptoms. Of these, 265 (88.04%) 

were tested positive.  

o Overall, 10398 (6.36%) of the contacts (symptomatic plus asymptomatic) were tested positive, 

which are among the currently existing confirmed positive cases. 

 

Fig. 6: Summary of COVID-19 cases contact tracing update in Ethiopia as of August 23, 2020 

Rumors collection and verification from all sources 

¶ As of August 23, 2020: 

o 145,432 rumors/alerts have been received and investigated. Of these, 32184 rumors were 

reported in the WHO-Epi-Week-34.  

o 105,332 (72.43%) of the rumors/alerts have fulfilled the suspected case definition.  
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Laboratory related activities  

¶ The number of COVID-19 laboratory tests have increased in number from time to time. 

¶ The Community Based activities and Testing (COMBAT) campaign, launched on August 01, 2020, has also 

enhanced the number of COVID-19 laboratory tests and cases detected. 

¶ As of August 23, 2020, a total of 757,057 people have tested for COVID-19 by laboratories in the country. 

¶ 147,594 laboratory tests were processed during the WHO Epi-Week-34, 32% increase compared to that of 

Epi-Week-33.  

¶ The laboratory test positivity rate for the WHO-Epi-Week-34 is 7.31% which is higher than the preceding 

week with positivity rate of 6.33%. 

¶ The overall positivity rate for the laboratory test since the occurrence of the disease in the country is 5.34%. 

¶ From the trend of the laboratory test positivity rate we can understand that the spread of the disease is highly 

increasing through time.  

 

Fig. 7 : Trend of COVID -19 laboratory testing  by WHO Epi -Week as of August 23 , 2020, E thiopia.  
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Fig. 8 : Summary of trend of new cases and testing capacity  in regions as of August 23 , 2020  

IV.  Coordination a nd Leadership   

¶ Since its activation, the national PHEOC is collaboratively working with stakeholders: government agencies, 

partner organizations, UN agencies, embassies, hospitals, Industrial parks and others. 

¶ Morning briefing of IMS is being conducted daily by core IMS staffs and key partnersô representatives  

¶ Weekly virtual (zoom) meeting is being conducted with technical working group members, which comprises 

members from subnational level focal, key partners and stakeholders. 

¶ Weekly leadership and strategic virtual (zoom) meeting, chaired by the H.E MOH Minster, is being conducted. 

¶ Supports (financial, logistic and technical) are being received from partners, private institutions, individuals 

and donors. 

¶ Ethiopia joined WHO WearAMask Challenge.  
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o On March 14, 2020, President Sahle-Work Zewde has called up on the public to promote 

proper use of face mask while 

announcing official launch of 

MaskEthiopia Campaign in response to 

WHO WearAMask Challenge. 

o Ethiopia has followed suit by launching 

MaskEthiopia Campaign in line with 

joining WearAMask Challenge launched 

by World Health Organization (WHO) in 

fighting the spread of COVID 19, the 

president stated. 

o Accordingly Mask Ethiopia challenge competition has been launched. The themes of the 

competition were on photo (in group or individual), video (not more than 30 seconds) and 

COVID-19 audio message advocating face mask use; the deadline being on August 24, 

2020. 

V.  Region al Support  

¶ Team deployed to all regions from EPHI and MOH to support COMBAT and other routine COVID-19 

activities. 

¶ Testing site supervisor deployed to all COVID-19 testing sites with daily follow up and challenges addressed 

every day with Regional Health Bureau. 

¶ Trainings were given to all team members who deployed to all regions on DHIS-2. 

VI.  Case Management and IPC  

 

¶ Currently there are a total of 24,996 active COVID-19 cases in the country.  

¶ There are 291 patients in severe condition and the rest are in stable condition.  

¶ A total of 3,891 COVID-19 confirmed cases have been Home Based Isolation and Care. 
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Fig.  9 : Summary of case m anagement update as of August 23 , 2020 . 

 

 

Home Based Isolation and Care:  

¶ Since Home Based Isolation and Care (HBIC) is started in Ethiopia: 

o The two city administrations (Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa) and five regional states (Oromia, 

Benishangul Gumuz, Afar, Somali and Harari) have started HBIC. 

o A total 5,069 COVID-19 confirmed cases are on HBIC follow-up. 


